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	       Important Dates 

02/03	–	02/07	
02/04	
	
	
02/05	
	
02/07	
	
02/11	
02/14	
	
02/19	
02/20	
02/27	
	

Attendance	Spirit	Week	
SAC	Meeting	@	7:30am	
PTA	Meeting	@	5:00pm	
BSA	Science	(5th	Grade)	
BSA	Science	(5th	Grade)	
Honor	Society	Induction	@	8:00	
Parent	Honor	Roll	@	8:00	
Quarter	2	Awards	Assembly	
Interims	Issued	
Early	Release	
Watch	D.O.G	Breakfast	@8:00	
College	Shirt	Day	
Jump	Rope	for	Heart	
Black	History	Show	@	6:00	

	

A Message From Our Principal 
 
Rock Family and Scholars,  
 
Regular student attendance is important for student learning 
and progress throughout the school year. The State's financial 
support for schools is also directly linked to student attendance. 
Absenteeism hurts our students and hurts our schools. When 
students are absent they miss out on learning opportunities, can 
fall behind academically and our schools lose funding. To ensure 
our attendance records are counted for maximum state funding 
this school year, please ensure your child attends school each 
day during the week of February 3rd – 7th. We also celebrate 
attendance during that week and we look forward to these days 
of celebration. 
 
When picking up or dropping off students please pull up to the 
1st available cone/spot, the orange cones are numbered 1-8. 
Safety cones are there to help traffic from backing up.  
Scholars must be ready to exit or enter their vehicle 
immediately.  Parents please remain in your vehicle. 
Scholars are to exit and or enter the vehicle through the right 
passenger side door.  

Scholars that are car riders are to enter a car in the CARLOOP. 
Parents are to display the car rider sign to the left of the 
dashboard in the car window. This procedure ensures that all 
parents pick up their scholar and serves as an additional safety 
measure. All others scholars that do not ride home in a car are 
walkers or bus riders. Walkers dismiss from the atrium (flag 
pole). If you walk up at dismissal, notify the teacher that your 
scholar is a WALKER and will be dismissed as an east or west 
walker. You can walk up to pick them up from the east sidewalk 
or atrium, however, parking across the street is not permissible. 
Walkers exit the building at 3:00 pm sharp. We will strictly 
enforce this process. 

Arrival: Scholars are allowed on campus at 7:30 am. Parents 
must remain with their scholar until the gate opens for the 7:30 
am arrival. All Pre-K Head Start parents are to pick up at 2:30 
pm and display their sign on the dashboard of the car. PK and 
K-5 have different carpool sign colors that helps us distinguish 
the cars in the lane. We appreciate your patience. 

Dismissal: It’s imperative for you to pick up your child on time. 
Dismissal begins at 3:00 pm and you should be present to pick 
up your child at that time. I appreciate your cooperation in 
advance.  

Continue to encourage your Rocket Scholar to be their best and 
to always give their best effort. They are brilliant and we want 
to celebrate their gifts and talents. 
  
 
 
Best Regards,  
- Mrs. Cormic Priester 
Follow me @PrincipalRIE 

@rumble_marie 
A Message From Our Assistant Principal 
	
Rock Island Parents, 
 

 
 
Our teachers and students have been hard at 
work preparing for Florida Standards 
Assessments (FSA).  
 
Our entire faculty has also been hard at work 
creating an environment that is conducive to 
testing, ensuring all students are in attendance 
daily, cheering students on, providing words of 
encouragement, and ensuring all students 
receive a full breakfast, no matter their arrival 
time. We are grateful for our entire staff! 
 
We have multiple extended learning 
opportunities for our scholars currently taking 
place and will continue over the next few 
weeks. 
 
Rocket Academy provides additional support 
and interventions in Reading, Math, Writing, 
and Science to further prepare our students for 
the FSA in grades 3-5. We are also revisiting 
standards to allow our students to dive deeper. 
 
Contact your scholar’s teacher to discuss 
possible participation in Rocket Academy to 
further prepare students for the FSA. 
 
 
Mrs. Rumble-Wise, Assistant Principal 
	 	 	 	 -Mrs. Marie Rumble-Wise 
Follow me @rumble_marie 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

remarkable reading  
mrs. whittaker, literacy coach 

 

WE LOVE BOOKS! 

Parents, 

This February, we are encouraging our scholars to read as many books as they can! This is an 
OPTIONAL enrichment for your child. However, reading (and checking for understanding) will 
help solidify your child’s reading comprehension skills. Please consider making reading a priority 
at home.  

If you choose to participate in this school-wide reading challenge, please have them complete 
ONE of the attached hearts PER book they read. More hearts can/will be sent home as needed. 
Inside the heart write your name, the title of the book and the author. 

Please turn in ALL completed hearts in the mailbox outside my office no later than March 3rd, 
2020. 

 

Happy Reading,  

Mrs. Whittaker 

  
“Today A Reader, Tomorrow A Leader”, 
~ Mrs. Whittaker 
 
 

 

Parents, 
 
As we get closer to the end of the school year, parents please make every effort to attend or 
participate via telephone conference in your child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP) meetings. 
These meetings are essential for parents to attend as it assists with gathering vital parent input 
into the educational process. We will work together as a team to support your child both 
academically and socially.  
 
Resources for tutoring, counseling, and parenting classes are available to assist you, and will be 
discussed at the meeting.  
 
 
~ Ms. Juin 
 

 

remarkable special programs 
ms. juin, ese specialist 



	
	
	
	
	
	

remarkable cli 
mrs. antoine, cli coach	

How to Make Writing Valentine Cards a Learning Experience  

  

It's February again, and people young and old are getting ready to celebrate the day of love. Love 
for your family and love for your friends. For students, they may be receiving a class list soon to 
make certain no one is forgotten when Valentine cards are made for classmates.  
 
For children, homemade cards are best because it encourages them to be creative. Valentine cards 
would be a work of love and mean much more if it were written and handmade by them. But if you 
decide to buy commercial Valentine cards make sure there is ample space for your child to write 
on especially if he/she is still in pre-school.  

For elementary school-aged children, writing the names of each classmate and family members is 
a real challenge. Before you make your child's life easier for the short term by doing the writing, 
consider that you can make this activity something that will motivate him/her to write 
independently. Handwriting in the earliest grades is linked to basic reading and spelling 
achievement.       
 
                     

Below are a few suggestions you can do to help your child write and read their classmates’ names 
properly: 

• Write the names of your child’s classmates on a separate piece of paper, preferably on a paper 
with lines. This helps him to visualize the proportion of each letter. Make sure first letters are 
capitalized and the remaining letters are lowercase letters.  

• If a class list was not given out, then  have your child create cards and write “To: My Friend. 
From: _____”on them.  

• See that your child always has the correct pencil grip when writing.  Poor pencil grip can 
become a habit that can be difficult to change.  

 
• Watch how your child forms his/her letters when writing. Model and correct him/her  if the 

letters are written improperly.  

• If your child does not have the confidence yet to copy the names correctly, write each 
classmate’s name using a yellow highlighter pen.  Then let your child use a dark-colored 
marker to write over the highlighted letter.  

• If your child is a beginning reader and writer, have him/her write a Valentine message in each 
card. “I like being your friend” “You make me laugh” “I’m happy we are friends.” “I like playing with 
you”.  Any positive messages in the Valentine cards make them extra special for the receiver. 

 

• Creating Valentine cards is a learning process. It is not to be rushed. It is suggested to allow 
time (usually a week) for your child to fill out a few Valentine cards each day.  

• Creating Valentine cards increases reading, writing, and spelling. The fun part is that your 
child does not know that he/she is learning while creating.  

 
Happy Reading and Happy Holidays, 
Ms. Antoine-CLI Coach 

 
 

 
 

 



	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

PTA Meeting 
Tuesday, February 4th   

5:00pm 

remarkable support 
ms. stephenson, school counselor 

 
Positive Discipline Series- “Showing Faith” 

 

One of the biggest mistakes some parents make when they decide to use Positive Discipline as a 
parenting technique, is becoming too permissive because they don’t want to be seen as just the 
disciplinarian. Some mistakenly believe they are being kind when they rescue their children and protect 
them from all disappointment. This is not being kind; it is being lenient. Being kind means to be 
respectful of the child and of yourself. 

 It is not advised to rescue them from every disappointment, as it doesn't give them the opportunity to 
develop their “disappointment muscles”. It is recommended to validate their feelings, "I can see that 
you are disappointed (or angry, or upset, etc.)." Then have faith in children that they can survive 
disappointment and develop a sense of capability in the process. Offer support through validating 
feelings or giving a hug, but not by rescuing or fixing. 

Additional suggestions to show faith in your children include: 

Take time for training- Teach students how to complete a task before setting expectations to complete 
tasks independently. For example, parents may expect children to clean their rooms, but never teach 
them how. Children go into their messy rooms and feel overwhelmed. It may be helpful to clean the 
room with your children until they have more training. This is also a great way to create connection. 

Curiosity questions- Instead of telling children what to do, ask curiosity questions. "Where do your 
dirty clothes go?" "What do we need to do before we can vacuum the floor?" “What do you need to do 
to get your work done on time?” Children are great problem solvers when we give them a chance. 

Show patience- Patience is probably the most difficult part of showing faith in our children. It is almost 
always more expedient to solve problems for our children. This is particularly true when we are under 
time pressures.  In these cases, we can take time later to explore solutions for the future. Ask your 
children exploratory questions. "What happened?" "What caused it to happen?" "What did you learn?" 
"What can you do in the future?" 

When time pressures are not an issue, practice having patience with your children. Allow them to 
problem solve on their own. Allow them to feel a little disappointment. Allow them to work through 
their feelings. They will need these skills in the future. 

~ Ms. Stephenson 

 



2019 – 2020 Yearly Meeting Dates	
	

	
February 4, 2020 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

(Parent Night) 
 
March 3, 2020 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

(Parent Night) 
 

April 7, 2020 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
(Parent Night) 

 
May 5, 2020 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

(Parent Night) 
	

	
	
	
	
	

 
 

Parents, 

As we continue to prepare our scholars for FSA testing, we want to encourage our parents to 
continue making every effort to get our scholars here on time every day. Rock Island is 
committed to focusing on the “whole child” and we continue to work diligently to build 
relationships with parents and students.  

As a reminder, our scholars should be in their seats and ready to learn at 8:30am. Breakfast 
ends promptly at 8:25 am.  If your scholar is absent due to an illness, remember to provide 
documentation to our office.  

February 3rd – 7th is our quarterly spirit week. The week’s schedule is noted on the next page. 
We look forward to ALL of our Scholars participating in this event! 

If you need any resources or have any questions about attendance please contact Ms. 
Overstreet at 754-322-8322. 
	
As always, a missed day of school is a missed opportunity of education! 
 

	
 
 
 
 

                                                                          
A missed day of school is a missed opportunity for learning. 

	
	 	
	
Ms. Overstreet, MSW        Ms. Bellamy 
School Social Worker         Community Liaison 
	
	
	

	

 
specialized professionals advancing resources, 

knowledge and skills 
 (sparks) 



	
	

	

Rock	Island	Elementary	
Attendance	Spirit	Week	

February	3,	2020	-	February	7,	2020	
	
	

	
February	3rd	

Mismatch	Monday:	Dress	in	mismatched	clothes	
	
	

	
February	4th		

Celebrity	Tuesday:	Dress	as	your	favorite	celebrity	
	

	
February	5th		

Red	it	Out	Wednesday:	Wear	a	red	shirt	
	

	
February	6th		

Neon	Thursday:	Wear	a	neon	color	
	

	
February	7th		

Royalty	Friday:	Wear	Black	and	Gold	
 

 


